LORD FISHER
courts when travelling with King Edward. " You should see me ", he said, " when I have got them all on ; I look like a blooming Christmas-tree." Again, I once heard him say, " I cannot understand why X, who is a man of first-rate ability and has done good work, has never received any official recognition : some say it is because he has a wife in every port and never goes to bed sober ; but trifles like that won't explain it ".
He seemed to require much less sleep than most people. A naval officer who had been with him a great deal said that in his prime he never took more than four hours' sleep, even in his busiest times. I always got on very well with him, and his grandson's name was entered for admission to Trinity College when he was only two years old.
The experience we had at the B.I.R. showed the danger of leaving the investigation of the applications of science until war breaks out, trusting to being able to improvise some makeshift on the spur of the moment. The transition from the laboratory to the workshop or to the ship is one that in most cases takes a long time and much work and expense. Effects which are of trivial importance in the small-scale experiments in the laboratory, may be vital on the large scale necessary for practical utility. Faraday said of his discovery of the phenomenon of electromagnetic induction that it was a babe, and no one could say what it might do when it grew to manhood ; but it took more than thirty years for it to pass from the nursery of the laboratory to the rough-and-tumble of the workshop. Again, electric waves produced in one room of a laboratory could be detected in another ten years before they could be detected at what now seems the insignificant distance of a mile. For this reason the 221